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description, and to promise that Ms representation
should be assisted by the art of prospective in scenes?
46 It has been often wished," says he, in his Address to
the Reader, " that our scenes (we having obliged our-
selves to the variety of Jive changes, according to the
ancient dramatick distinctions made for time,) had not
been confined to about eleven feet in the height and
about fifteen in depth, including the places of passage
reserved for the musick."    From these words we learn
that he had in that piece five scenes.    In 1658 he ex-
hibited at the old theatre called the Cockpit in Drury
Lane, The Cruelty of the Spaniards in Peru, express'd
by vocal and instrumental Musick, and by Art of Per-
spective in Scenes8.   In spring 1662, having obtained
a patent from King Charles the Second, and built a
new playhouse in Lincoln's Inn Fields, he opened his
theatre with The First Part of the Siege of Rhodes,

8 In " The Publick Intelligencer, communicating the chief
occurrences and proceedings within the dominions of England,
Scotland, and Wales, from Monday, December 20, to Monday,
December 27,1658," I find the following notice taken of D'Ave-
nant's exhibition by the new Protector, Richard:

" Whitehall, December 23.

*c A course is ordered for taking into consideration the Opera,
shewed at the Cockpitt in Drury Lane, and the persons to whom
it stands referred, are to send for the poet and actors, and to in-
form themselves of the nature of the work, and to examine by
what authority the same is exposed to publick view; and they
are also to take the best information they can, concerning the,
acting of stage-playes, and upon the whole to make report," &c.

The Saints were equally averse to every other species of festivity
as well as the Opera, and considered holidays, the common
prayer-book, and a play-book, as equally pernicious ; for in the
same paper I find this notification:

" It was ordered by his Highness the Lord Protector and the
Council, that effectual letters be written to the Lord Mayor and
Aldermen of the city of London, and to the Justices of peace
for Westminster and the liberties thereof, Middlesex and Borough
of Southwark, to use their endeavour for abolishing the use of
the festivals of Christmas, Easter, and other feasts called holy-
daies; as also for preventing the use of the common prayer-
book."